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TECHNOLOGY LEAPS AHEAD AS ECONOMY STALLS

News that the economy is in the doldrums is no longer news.  It’s a given! Unemployment is still high despite the President’s 800 billion stimulus spending spree.  Banks are hardly loaning funds, and corporations are so nervous about federal programs and costs (particularly health care) that they are sitting on mountains of cash rather that hiring and growing.

However, while our national economy stalls, technology is making astonishing leaps of progress.  The rate of change is remarkable.

Fist, more and more folks are converting to cell phones, and dropping their land lines.  I saw a pay phone yesterday, and it struck me that I should take a photo of it…poor old dinosaur.  When was the last time you used a pay phone?

Last year I showed my 7 and 9 year old daughters an old rotary dial phone.  They had no idea how it worked…they’d never ever put their fingers into the small little holes with a number, or heard the clicks it makes as the wheel rolls back into place for the next digit.  That seemed sad to me in a way.
Cell phones themselves are morphing from mere phones to powerful, portable data devices and simultaneously becoming mini- robotic personal assistants.  Need directions to the hotel, check your phone APP; lost somewhere in the woods, your phone has GPS and will let folks know where to find you; need a flashlight , an APP turns your cell phone screen into one;  want a movie, check the NETFLICKS APP; and so on and so on.

Want to make free calls…sign up with SKYPE, YAHOO or GOOGLE, and use your computer or laptop to call anywhere.  Computers are shrinking down to pad size, while cell carriers pack more punch into their electronic signals... (Its cell, no its G, no its 3G…wait we’re 4G!).  
TVs are now completely digital, and High Definition will soon be a standard.  3D will soon be customary, like the way color TV became custom in the 60’s and 70’s.  Black and white TVs will only exist in museums, right next to the incandescent bulb.  Meanwhile, books may join them as folks “evolve” to a higher level of reading via KINDLE and NOOK.

Want to look at a medical chart…better have a laptop as all med records are going digital.

Well, I think you get the picture.  The change is so rapid that we almost cannot comprehend how much our life has changed in just say 10 years.  But, be assured it has.  Take a moment, and just look around, look around your house, your town, your property.

I’m betting a lot of what you see, use and depend upon today was not there 10 or 15 years ago, and if it was, it’s morphed a great deal since you first had it.

Should we worry or just pause in wonder.  Well, probably both.  But certainly take a moment to pause and reflect upon what’s happening right before our eyes.  The economy has stalled, but our world is still transforming around us, and at an ever increasing pace.
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