Tenant-Net Tip September 2007
GOING IT ALONE

As many of you in GPHA know, the State of Maine web site for checking sex offenders is a public site.  You can find at www.maine.gov/sor.  Any person, any property owner or manager, is free to go there, and conduct a check on whether their friend, neighbor, or potential tenant is a known, registered sex offender.  

We were asked recently about the public site, and the answer may help guide your thoughts, and so I repeat it here.


Our company was at the annual MAINE REALTORS Convention in early September, and a lady visiting us said this:  why should I pay you $20.00 when I can do a sex offender search myself, for free?


Good question!
There are several reasons, but most important is this:  most people will not have regular access to the potential multiple name variants for any typical tenant applicant.  Think about it this way:  you take an application from Sally Smith or from John Johnson. Unfortunately a sex offender search of “Sally Smith” or “John Johnson” will not necessarily identify a problem tenant.  Here’s why.

First, you need to remember its common for criminals to have used an alias; some even legally change their names. Without knowing the aliases a search will not find all relevant records.  Second, as you know women sometimes keep their maiden names, and sometimes take their husbands name.  Even more problematic, is the situation of a divorce and re-marriage.  There, a woman might have used and been known under 3 potential names: maiden, first husband, and/or current husband.  Oh, and lets add in the growing trend to hyphenate names.  Finally, it’s entirely possible the name written on an application is simply a fake one, a deception.
Screening companies like Tenant-Net have access to the multiple name variants that a person can or has used in past years.  That’s where the “magic” comes in.  So, when we do a records search, say for sex offenders or for evictions, we will search the databases under all name variants, under maiden name, under all forms of the hyphenated name, etc.  You may recall last months tip:  the story of a married woman we identified as having past evictions under her maiden name. 
We would not discourage any party from using the state’s sex offender web site.  However, be mindful that reliance on self searches of these sites may simply be offering a false sense of security.
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