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BAILOUT NATION v. SELF RELEIANCE, a steel cage match….

Seems to me the debate (anger?) over health care has less to do with health, and more to do with government encroachment into our lives.  For almost all people, health care is available, and our doctors and hospitals are pretty damn good.  Despite that, some folks want to push more government hands and oversight into the mix.  

So what’s wrong with more government involvement in our lives?  After-all, government has bailed out lots of banks, and insurance/bonding firms. Aren’t we better off?  It bailed out two of our largest automakers.  Aren’t we richer for it?  Government took over most of the mortgage industry when it took over Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.  Aren’t loans/credit more available today?

Despite the fact that the answer to most of these questions is “no”, someone still believes government is THE ANSWER.  Running health care is just one more part of a larger and on-going process,  of the government systematically taking more and more…let’s call it “interest”…in our lives. 

There is in contrast a quaint notion called “self reliance”.  The singer-songwriter John Cougar Mellencamp described it in a song.  In it, an old fellow on a bus gives a young man some advice, and he says:  “suck it up, tough it out, do the best you can.”

The words remind us that no one helped the Pilgrims once they left England.  No one helped the Pioneers once they left homes and set out for the great West.  Our story, the American story, is all about self reliance.

No one is bailing out the apartment owners and managers I know.  You all live in a world where self reliance and personal determination is what gets you through, gets the bills paid.  It may be old fashioned, but I suspect most of you like it that way, and most of you take pride that at the days end, it’s your own hard work, your own effort that brought in the crops, and fed the family.

You are not asking for a bailout because that’s not your nature, but I suspect it doesn’t sit well with you either seeing a bunch of other folks getting them.  Waste, pitiful waste, never sits well with those who do work hard and play by the rules.  

My tip therefore is to always resist those who would push more government upon us.  Our Founders were wise.  They knew that more government meant less freedom.  It’s not about health care.  It’s about what kind of people we want to be: dependent upon or self reliant. 
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